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Because the Emperor leads the people not by force but with harmony and care.
Japan’s imperial line has also continued without any revolution or break, which makes it unique.
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* REREH
® There might have been many wars and power struggles, and Japan might not have been as

peaceful as it is now.
The imperial line might have been broken, and Japan’s form of government could have

changed many times.
® Society might have valued power over harmony, and people could have become more divided.
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The Emperor of Japan is not a political leader like a president or king, but a symbol of the people
who does not have power to make laws or govern. Instead of using force, the Emperor follows the
idea of “shirasu,” which means to guide and care for the people, not to rule over them. This gentle
and peaceful role is one reason why Japan has never had a revolution, and the imperial family has
continued for over 1,300 years.
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People in Edo valued cleanliness and kept their environment tidy by managing waste properly.
They trusted one another, so crimes were rare.
Education at terakoya schools also raised people’s morals and helped create an orderly society.
® Edo citizens lived with strong morals.
They maintained a clean city, respected others, and supported one another.
Thanks to high literacy rates and good manners, Edo became peaceful and well-organized.
® The people of Edo practiced moral behavior in daily life — keeping the city clean, being
honest, and valuing education. This created one of the safest and most harmonious societies
in history.
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Edo was a surprisingly clean city for its time.

People separated their trash, and human waste was recycled as fertilizer.

Clean water was widely available through wells and wooden pipes.

This well-organized system helped prevent diseases/plague and made the city healthier.
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* English Answer Examples

£} When I enjoy dinner with my family, I feel that this moment is enough for my happiness.

B3 Even if things don’t go perfectly, just being healthy and having people I love around me makes
me feel “taru o shiru.”

E) When I see a beautiful sunset or spend time in nature, I feel calm and satisfied with what I have.
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In Edo-period Japan, people lived in a sustainable way. They avoided unnecessary waste by making
sure that objects were reused and recycled whenever possible. Even small items, such as candle
wax or paper scraps, were collected and repurposed. Natural resources were respected and never
taken for granted.
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¢ English Answer Example

Yozan first simplified his own life, eliminated waste, and became a role model for his people. For
example, he reduced the number of ladies-in-waiting from 50 to 9, ate only one bowl of soup and
rice, and changed his silk clothes to cotton. Through these actions, he wanted to show that true
reform must begin with oneself and that a leader should share the people’s hardships.
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£ At first, they were surprised and confused, but soon they were inspired to change themselves.
They realized that their lord truly cared for them and began to respect and trust him deeply.

3 They probably felt encouraged and motivated, thinking, “If our lord can live this way, we can do
our best too.” If I had been there, I would have been moved and proud to follow him.

E) Yozan’s actions united the people, breaking barriers between lord and subjects.

If I were one of his retainers, I would feel honored to work for such a leader.
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¢ English Answer Example

Yozan focused on rebuilding agriculture and education. He planted lacquer trees himself and
encouraged his retainers to grow crops in their gardens.

He also offered tax exemptions and fertilizers to those who reclaimed wastelands and promoted cash
crops like mulberry and safflower.

In education, he founded the Kojokan school, which taught not only academics but also moral and
practical skills.

His goal was to strengthen both the hearts and minds of his people and rebuild the Yonezawa domain
from the ground up.
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¢ English Answer Examples

3 Without Yozan’s steady reforms, Yonezawa would have fallen deeper into debt, and people might
have continued to suffer from poverty and hunger.

B3 Yonezawa could have declined completely. There may have been a lot of dead people.

%fE 3)
[EQU—-4—1tld, EABRAEERBVWETH ? BILNKICLTWEI A2 DEREZREBEICTIEEL, I50HR
TESENMEBTLLIN ?

o BAGEREH (EEI->)

B BED0FREIDEALDEREZE R ENEZITEITRI ALERD.

B V-5t RSN T IATEZIRIL. A2 ZY—RTEB A BILOLSICTBSTERIE IZREND)-F -3
ZVERS,

+ English Answer Examples

£} A true leader puts people’s happiness before their own interests and leads by example.

B3 A true leader is someone who takes the first step and shows others what can be done. Like
Yozan, modern leaders should inspire others through action, not just words.
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* English Answer Examples

£} Both emphasize the importance of taking action on your own. They encourage people to make
change through personal effort instead of depending on others.

B3 The two quotes share the spirit of responsibility and contribution. They remind us that real
happiness and progress come from working for the good of others.

E) Both messages teach us to be proactive and take initiative — the essence of true leadership.
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¢ English Answer Example

One reason is the unique shape of the stone walls.They were built with a curve called Mushagaeshi,
which made it impossible for enemies to climb. The walls were also very strong, using natural stones
tightly fitted together, so they could withstand earthquakes and attacks. This made the castles truly
“unconquerable.
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¢ English Answer Example

People in those days used arrows and ropes to pull the stones together with many hands.

They also placed the stones on wooden wheels or rollers to move them forward and up slopes.

It shows how people used wisdom, teamwork, and simple tools to build such massive stone walls.
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¢ English Answer Example

Kanakuri felt both proud and burdened by the responsibility of representing Japan for the first time in
the Olympics. Since the whole nation placed great hope on him, he felt pressure but also a deep
determination to do his best as a Japanese athlete.
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+ English Answer Examples
£} The extreme heat, lack of sleep, and long journey caused him to collapse from exhaustion.
Though it was a painful experience, it inspired him to train harder and later contribute greatly to the



growth of Japanese athletics.
E3 It was an unexpected failure that taught him humility and determination. His experience showed
Japan the importance of preparation and perseverance in international competition.
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Shizo Kanakuri is known as the "Father of Japanese Marathon" for his contributions to Japanese
athletics. He set a world record in Japan’s first official marathon with a time of 2 hours, 32 minutes,
and 45 seconds.

In 1912, he represented Japan in the Stockholm Olympics. Encouraged by his mentor, Kano Jigoro,
he decided to participate despite doubts.

Extreme heat and exhaustion caused him to collapse / faint / lose consciousness during the race.
A local farmer helped him recover, leading to the famous story of "the missing marathon runner" /
"the man who disappeared during the race".
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o FEERAMALATAY (BRICFLDEWMES)

Year Event Age
1911 Set a world record in Japan’s first marathon (2:32:45) (19)
1912 Competed in Stockholm Olympics; collapsed in heat and went missing (20)

1914 Berlin Olympics canceled due to World War I (22)
1920 Ran in Antwerp Olympics; finished 16th due to cramps (28)
1924 Withdrew from Paris Olympics (32~33)
1967 Returned to Stockholm and finished the race after 54 years (75)
% 2)

Shizo Kanakuri never won a gold medal at the Olympics. Do you think he was successful?
Why or why not?
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+ English Answer Examples

£} I think he was successful. Although he did not win a medal, he was the first Japanese athlete to
challenge the Olympics. He kept running for many years without giving up and became an athlete
who is still remembered today.

£} Even after retiring, he helped develop marathon shoes and worked to make marathon running
less of a lonely sport. In doing so, he helped build the foundation of Japan’s marathon culture. For
these reasons, I believe he can be considered successful.

E) If “success” means winning a medal, he is not be considered successful. He did not achieve his
goal at the Olympics.

09.1HFRICFEHLHALF

sxfE 1)
TRIEROLZELSC. OVSHROREREDLSBELZELSLELVED ?

* BAREORREH



UBHBOFECLOT WHERBFEXEVIEBVNSENSBRICED, BOORKIBEPEZZPNSN ELKRIETESLIIC
BOFU. TNICED, BECPOYEE. MIRBEOLTRXENFRLEU,
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The birth of hiragana freed women from the strict formality of Chinese writing. It allowed them to
express their emotions and thoughts more freely and beautifully, leading to the creation of diaries,
poems, and novels.
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These works are highly valued because they express delicate human emotions and the beauty of
nature through hiragana. It was also revolutionary that women in Japan created such profound
literature centuries before women in other countries.
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* REEDREFEH
It was around the 17th to 18th centuries in England. Writers like Aphra Behn and later Jane Austen
began to publish novels, such as Pride and Prejudice in 1813.
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¢ English Answer Example

Hashimoto Sanai was a sincere and compassionate person who valued both knowledge and kindness.
For example, while studying under Ogata Koan, he secretly went out at night to give free medical
treatment to the poor.

He also said, “Righteousness, loyalty, and kindness belong to us,” showing his belief that Japan
should learn from the West while preserving its moral spirit.
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¢ English Answer Example
Today, we can follow Sanai’s example by learning from the world while staying proud of our own
culture and values.

In this global age, his message reminds us to combine modern knowledge with the Japanese spirit of
honesty and compassion, and to use both to make a positive difference in the world.
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¢ English Answer Example

What stands out is that not a single islander lost their life, even in such intense fighting.
The Japanese soldiers put the lives of the islanders first, even at the cost of their own, and they
fought to the very end to protect them.
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¢ English Answer Example

@1 would make the same choice as Colonel Nakagawa and avoid involving the islanders in the battle.
Because I believe that protecting lives, rather than fighting, is the true form of courage.

@1 would work together with the islanders to think about ways to evacuate and protect ourselves.
As a leader, I think it is important to focus on “how we can survive” and make plans together.
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+ English Answer Example
@ 1If the Battle of Peleliu had ended quickly, many towns in Japan might have been attacked much



earlier.

My hometown could have been burned in the war, my ancestors might have died, and I myself might
never have been born.

Thinking about that fills me with deep gratitude for the people who risked their lives to buy time for
Japan.

@ If the battle had ended sooner, the Japanese people might have suffered even more losses.

Many beautiful traditions and parts of our culture might have disappeared as well.
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%[ 1) &35 (Dialogue Practice)

#83F : Japan once helped build a lot of infrastructure in Palau. They taught Japanese in schools — so
even today, some older people in Palau can still understand Japanese!

SR (H) : Yes, Iheard that many people in Palau can sing old Japanese songs! It’s wonderful
that the friendship between Japan and Palau has lasted for so long.

(BAREEERR) (R SADF L (FSTEEAROIMRZIRZDEEEFEU. BARENTADKRIBEBNMERMGEVTUVDRA TR TT
1
#83F : Palau’s flag looks a lot like Japan’s. The yellow moon is a bit off-center. Do you know why?
SR (B) : Yes. The yellow circle is full of moon, which is a symbol of peace and harmony in
Palauan culture. It is placed slightly off-center for design balance. Many people also say that the
moon represents Palau, and the sun represents Japan, showing Palau’s friendship and respect for
Japan.
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#8F : Oh, I see! Thank you for your explanation.
SR (Fl) :You're welcome.
(BARGEER) : ES0VLELT!
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¢ English Answer Example
I also want to value my own roots. I believe our family and local history are important parts of who
we are. Even as I learn about other countries, I want to be proud of my own culture and background.
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¢ English Answer Example

@1 realized again that Japan is what it is today because many people protected our country, even
with their lives. I want to live with gratitude and never forget this.

@1 was also moved to learn that the strong bond between Japan and Palau still continues.

I hope this friendship will last for a long time.

And I want to remember that there are people who love Japan and feel thankful for the Japanese
people of the past. That makes me feel warm inside.
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¢ English Answer Example

I would like to ask, “What is the most memorable experience you had in your interactions with
Japanese soldiers?”

I would also like to ask, “How did the people of Palau change during that time?” and “Compared to
the older generations, what differences do you see in the younger generation of Palau today?”



